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Michael Killinger was immortalized in local history circles by Goodridge Wilson in his 1932 volume
entitled Smyth County History and Traditions as the old man who sat, unprotected, while the December
1864 Battle of Marion raged fiercely outside his home.
The action, part of Union General George Stoneman’s raid into Southwest Virginia, included the
destruction of vital salt works located in Saltville and the attempted burning of the toll bridge east of
Marion and close by the home of Michael Killinger. The toll bridge was operated by Killinger’s son-inlaw, Robert B. Allen, and was vital to transportation—both civilian and military—in the area.
Wilson wrote of the Battle of Marion: “In the Killinger home they barricaded themselves with feather
beds, etc. Old Michael Killinger refused to get behind anything but calmly sat before the fire smoking and
chewing tobacco and grumbling because he was too old to get in the fight. He was not hit, through bullets
coming through the windows grazed his chair and penetrated a heavy wooden chest close by.”1
Killinger had, perhaps, developed his cavalier attitude from many years of hard drinking and the fact that
the land upon which he lived wasn’t actually his property. When his father, George Killinger, wrote his
will in 1842, he made provisions for all his children, but the elder Killinger was pointed in his rebuke of
his son, Michael.
George Killinger stated in his will that he held a note in the amount of $48.25 due from Michael after his
father’s death and that he had advanced Michael a total of $507.75. “I had also intended to give him the
land he lives on at eight hundred and ninety two dollars and twenty five cents, requiring him to pay to my
estate the difference. But reflecting on his habits of intemperance, I have decided not to place the title to
the land in him, but to leave the same to his children, allowing him to use it for the raising of his children,
and his own daily support so long as he lives. He gets no more of my estate. I direct that the land whereon
the said Michael now lives, containing one hundred and fifty three acres do go to the children of the said
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Michael, by his present wife Susan, late Susan Morris.”2 Additionally, George Killinger directed that his
ne’er-do-well son could not use the land in any way for the payment of “his debts or contracts.”
The elder Killinger’s concerns were not unfounded. Smyth County court records contain entries for two
1833 assault charges against Michael Killinger, for which he was found guilty and assessed fines of $1 for
each charge, not including the cost of his prosecution.3

Michael Killinger was found guilty of two assault charges as early as 1833 in Smyth County.

In addition to these criminal charges, an 1834 judgment by a Smyth County court showed that Michael
Killinger definitely had debt problems. He had been arrested on the debt complaint of John Steffey but
had failed to appear in court. The judge ordered Killinger to pay $104.90, including six percent interest
per annum, to Steffey calculated from 1 October 1833 until the debt was paid.4

Michael Killinger’s Origins
Based on a careful examination of extant records, Michael Killinger was born about 1789-90 in
Pennsylvania. This year range very closely matches his age in the 1850 and 1860 federal census records
of Smyth County, Virginia, as well as his age at the time of his death on 14 February 1866 (77 years).5
The 1850 census of Smyth County, gives his place of birth as Pennsylvania, although in the 1860 census
of Smyth County his place of birth was recorded as Virginia.6 When his daughter, Sarah, died in 1918,
Michael’s place of birth was also incorrectly recorded as Virginia.7
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George Killinger was married twice: first, about 1781, to MARY MARGARET WAMPLER, the daughter of
HANS GEORGE WAMPLER and his wife, ELIZABETH STEFFEY or STEPHAN.8 The nuptials likely took place
in Lebanon Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. By his first wife, George Killinger had 13
children.9 They were:
1. ELIZABETH KILLINGER, born 10 February 1782 in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and died
27 July 1861. She married JOHN STEFFEY on 29 December 1800 in Wythe County, Virginia.
He was the son of Henry and Livicey Steffey.
2. CATHERINE KILLINGER, born 08 September 1784 in Pennsylvania. She married JOHN
ANDERSON in 1803 and she died on 04 May 1857.
3. MARY KILLINGER, born 19 December 1784 in Pennsylvania. She married PETER STEFFEY, the
son of Henry and Levicey Steffey. She died 21 September 1867.
4. GEORGE KILLINGER, JR., born about 1787 in Pennsylvania. He married BARBARA SNIDER on
19 November 1808 in Wythe County, Virginia.
5. MICHAEL KILLINGER, the subject of this article.
6. PEGGY KILLINGER, born about 1791. She married ROBERT CROW.
7. MOLLY KILLINGER, born about 1793 in Virginia. She was deaf and unable to speak. She never
married. Her father made special provisions for her care in his will. She died 20 May 1864.
8. JOHN KILLINGER, born about 1797. He married RACHEL ATKINS on 16 October 1818 in Wythe
County, Virginia.
9. JACOB W. KILLINGER, born about 1799. He married (1) BETSY STALEY on 02 August 1827 in
Washington County; and (2) ANN CULLOP on 13 January 1831 in Wythe County.
10. SALLY KILLINGER, born 15 August 1800. She married THOMAS T. FULCHER. She died 15 May
1892 in Smyth County, Virginia.
11. CHRISTENA KILLINGER, born about 1803. She married JACOB ANDERSON on 09 May 1822 in
Washington County, Virginia.
12. ANN KILLINGER, born 08 December 1805. She married (1) JOHN GREEN (deceased by
September of 1840) and (2) the REV. WILLIAM STURGES. She died 18 February 1861.
13. PETER KILLINGER, born 29 February 1808. He married MINERVA ATKINS on 23 April 1833 in
Smyth County. He died 01 January 1880.
Shouse obviously obtained much of the above information directly from the will of George Killinger,
which confirms all these children and most of their spouses in the exact order presented by Shouse in her
book, Wamplers in America. Shouse also provided a brief reference to the beginning page number of
Killinger’s will, confirming her use of the document. George Killinger furthermore described his
daughter, Molly, in his will as being “deaf and dumb,” which may easily explain why she never married.10
George Killinger, the known father of Michael Killinger, clearly stated in his 1841 Revolutionary War
pension application that he had come from Lebanon Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, to
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Washington County, Virginia, about 48 years earlier, placing his arrival in Virginia about 1793.11
However, this date is not corroborated by Washington County personal property tax lists, which show that
George Killinger was not taxed there until 10 April 1797.12 A search of Wythe County, Virginia, tax
records beginning in 1793 failed to yield any record of George Killinger having lived in that county prior
to his 1797 appearance in Washington County. In fact, a search for George Wampler in the same tax
records of Wythe County showed that George Killinger’s father-in-law was not taxed in that county until
6 April 1797.13 Consequently, it is likely that the Killingers and the Wamplers—assuming they migrated
together from Pennsylvania to Virginia—may have arrived in Southwestern Virginia some years after the
assumed 1792-93 timeframe. Regardless, Michael Killinger, George’s son, was undoubtedly born in
Pennsylvania—probably in Lebanon Township, Lancaster County.
George Killinger’s connection with Lebanon Township is further supported by a passage from Genevieve
M. Shouse’s book, Wamplers in America, in which she recounts the fact that George Wampler gave his
son-in-law, George Killinger, power of attorney to deal with the resolution of a mortgage situation
involving land George Wampler had previously owned in Lebanon Township and in Wythe County,
Virginia, records.14 “On 12 Sep 1797, George Wampler, of Wythe County, Virginia, gave Power-ofAttorney to his son-in-law, George Killinger, of Washington County, Virginia,” writes Shouse, “to
relinquish his claim to a mortgage he had retained on a trace of land near Lebanon, Pennsylvania, for the
security of the payment thereof.” The author adds: “John Stanger, of Wythe County, witnessed the above
Power-of-Attorney and Robert Crockett, Clerk of Wythe County, certified that George Wampler
acknowledged it on 12 Sep 1797. The instrument was recorded in Lancaster County on 11 Oct 1798. On
this same date, George Killinger, in behalf of George Wampler, acknowledged that he had received full
satisfaction for the monies the mortgage mentioned.” (It should be noted that this September 1797 power
of attorney document was executive some five months after George Killinger and George Wampler first
appeared in tax records within their respective counties.)
The author confirmed the existence of the power of attorney in Wythe County records.15 Also, a check of
the records of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, revealed the original document tying both George
Wampler and George Killinger of Virginia directly to Lancaster County.16
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This power of attorney document was filed in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. It confirms George Killinger's ties to that
location.

(George Killinger Sr. is sometimes referred to as George Washington Killinger in online pedigrees,
although no documents exist that record him as having had any middle name whatsoever.17 His son,
George W. Killinger, is usually ascribed the middle name of Washington, and some researchers wrongly
attach the same middle name to the elder Killinger, whose birth occurred during a time when middle
names were uncommon. Also, in his will, George Killinger Sr. refers to his son only as “George
Killinger,” so it is conceivable that the younger Killinger may have adopted the middle name of
Washington in order to better distinguish himself from his father.)

Who was George Killinger’s Father?
Many online researchers state that George Killinger was the son of Michael (or Johann Michael) Killinger
and Catherine Heilman.18 This Michael Killinger apparently died in Annville Township, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, before 8 August 1815, then date when his will was probated. At the time he wrote
his will in 1804, Michael was living in Dauphin County, portions of which later became Lancaster and
Lebanon counties.19 His will and a codicil are recorded in Book A, pages 80-83, in Lebanon, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania.20 In the will, Michael Killinger clearly identified a son named George, among
other children. It is known that George Killinger, the father of the Michael upon whom this article is
based, was already living in Washington County, Virginia by about 1793—more than ten years before
Michael Killinger of Annville wrote his will. However, in his will, Michael failed to mention that his son,
George, was then living some 400 miles away in Virginia.21 He did state that George had already received
his share of his father’s estate and would receive no more, but Michael further directed that after his death
his books should be distributed to his surviving sons, including George. It seems odd that Michael would
leave books to a son who was living so far away. Based on the fact that Michael wrote his will in 1804,
when transportation options in the United States were poor to meager at best, it seems reasonable to
assume that the cost of shipping books to Virginia would far outweigh the value (sentimental or
17

Example pedigree: Kimberly Bell, “Bell Family Tree,” Ancestry.com, https://www.ancestry.com/familytree/person/tree/114551790/person/200131182041.
18
Example pedigree: Joe Gibbs, “Gibbs/Killinger/Downing Family Tree,” Ancestry.com,
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116106321/person/370176499542.
19
“Dauphin County, Pennsylvania,” www.wikipedia.com,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dauphin_County,_Pennsylvania.
20
Pennsylvania Probate Records, 1683-1994, Lebanon County, Wills, 1813-1843, Vol. A, pp 80-83, Last Will and
Testament of Michael Killinger, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L99B-J9DK-4 and
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G99B-J9D5-4.
21
Mapquest.com, estimate of distance between Annville, Pennsylvania, and Marion, Smyth County, Virginia, by
most direct route.

monetary) of the books themselves. In any event, Michael made no provisions in the document for the
books or funds representing the equivalent value of the books to be sent to his son, George, in Virginia.
Consequently, it suggests that Michael’s son, George, may have still been living nearby in Pennsylvania
in 1804. Regardless, however, the fact that Michael Killinger of Annville had an acknowledged son name
George does not prove that the George Killinger who relocated to Virginia from Pennsylvania was the son
of Michael and Catherine Killinger of Annville. Neither does it disprove the relationship.

This portion of Michael Killinger's will mentions his son, George, but does not prove his son was the George Killinger who was
then living in Virginia.

In all fairness, it should be noted that in Michael Killinger’s will he named the brothers of George,
including Jacob, Michael, Peter, John, David and Andrew. 22 He also mentioned his daughters, including
Margaret, Elizabeth, Catherine, Mary, and Molly. Based on the will of George Killinger of Washington
and Smyth counties in Virginia, it is plain to see that he gave some of his own children these same names,
including sons Michael, John, Jacob, and Peter; and daughters Elizabeth, Catherine, Mary, and Molly. In
fact, eight of his thirteen children bore these same given names. However, while the names of some of
George Killinger’s children match the names of many of Michael Killinger’s own children, this still does
not represent proof that George was the son of Michael.
A bit of a history lesson is useful at this point. Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, was formed in 1729 as
the colony’s fourth county.23 Dauphin County was formed from Lancaster County in 1785.24 Lebanon
County was formed from portions of Lancaster and Dauphin counties in 1813.25 Consequently, Killinger
family records can exist within any of these counties, depending of the date of the event.
Headstone records published in the 1883 volume entitled History of the Counties of Dauphin and
Lebanon in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by William Henry Engle record the actual dates of
Michael Killinger’s birth and death, including the death date of his wife, Catherine. Buried in the Hill
Church Cemetery in Annville were Michael Killinger, born 15 May 1731; died 11 July 1815. 26 Also,
Catherine, wife of Michael, died 8 February 1804, age 63 years. Buried in the same church cemetery are
numerous Heilman family members, the purported maiden name of Catherine Killinger. This information
appears to refer to the same Michael Killinger whose will was probated in 1815. Michael wrote his will
on 5 May 1804 and he did not mention his wife in the document. This is likely because Catherine
Killinger had died several months earlier at age 63. Also, Michael’s death date of 11 July 1815 fits nicely
with the date his will was probated on 8 August 1815. The only other Killingers mentioned by Eagle who
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were buried in the same cemetery were Peter (1776-1848) and his wife, Anna M. (1776-1849), and Adam,
died 7 June 1799, aged 27 years.27 Peter and Adam are likely sons of Michael and Catherine Killinger.
Eagle, in his 1904 publication, Biographical Annals of Lebanon Count Pennsylvania, expounded upon
Michael Killinger, stating: “The Killinger family is one of the oldest and most prominent in Lebanon
County. So far as known at present, the founder of the family in Pennsylvania was Michael Killinger.”28
Eagle then recounts the dates for the birth and death of Michael Killinger as he had recorded them in his
1883 book, mentioned earlier. Eagle notes that Michael received a land patent dated 9 September 1765 for
1,000 acres in Dauphin County, “now North and South Annville townships, Lebanon county.”29 The
author lists the children of Michael Killinger only as Andrew, George, Michael, and John. Furthermore,
Eagle only traces John Killinger’s descendants through his one of his sons, also named John Killinger.
Research conducted by the author shows, however, that on 7 January 1763—prior to Michael Killinger
receiving his land grant—a Jacob Killinger wrote his will in Lebanon Township, Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania.30 In his will, Jacob mentions his sons, Michael, George, and Andrew, and his wife, Ketren,
who co-signed the will under the spelling of “Kitren” and her mark. Jacob also bequeathed all his
smithing tools to his grandson, Jacob Killinger. No other children or grandchildren are mentioned in the
will, which was probated on 3 August 1779.

This image shows the beginning of the will of Jacob Killinger, dated 1763.

The 1763 Jacob Killinger will provides additional clues about the Killinger family and also includes
several given names that were, apparently, in very common use within the clan. Was Michael, the son of
Jacob Killinger, the same Michael who died in 1815? The will does not tell us. We know that Michael
had a son named Jacob and in his 1763 will Jacob Killinger specifically mentioned a grandson of the
same name. Still, this is merely an indication and does not provide adequate proof of the relationship. It is
also known that Michael Killinger had sons named George and Andrew and the Michael Killinger
mentioned in Jacob’s will also had brothers named George and Andrew. Still, this is not proof.
What the Jacob Killinger will does provide is evidence that in 1763 in the vicinity of Lancaster County
there were three Killinger brothers named Michael, George, and Andrew. One of these men had a son
named Jacob. The age of Jacob Killinger at the time he wrote his will is unknown, although he did
describe himself as being “sick and weak in Body” at the time. It is known that Michael Killinger, who
wrote his will in 1804, was born in 1731, or 32 years before Jacob Killinger wrote his own will in 1763.
Assuming that Jacob Killinger was roughly 60 years of age when he wrote his will, he certainly could
have been the father of Michael Killinger (died 1815). However, it is not out of the realm of possibility
27
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that Jacob was a younger man who had long suffered ill health and wanted to make provisions for his
family in the event of his early death. This scenario could potentially make him an older brother of the
Michael Killinger who died in 1815. (It should be remembered that Jacob Killinger likely lived until
1779, when his will was finally probated. This date places his death roughly 16 years after he wrote his
will.)
Nonetheless, it is more likely that Jacob was the actual progenitor of the Killinger family in Pennsylvania.
It is reported that Jacob was the original owner of the 1749 and 1765 (sic) land grants that were patented
by Michael Killinger in 1765.31 This fact is confirmed by land grant information from Pennsylvania,
which shows that Michael Killinger did patent two land grants in 1765 that were originally awarded to
Jacob in 1749 and 1753.32

This snippet shows that Michael Killinger did, indeed, patent land originally granted to Jacob Killinger.

Jacob Killinger is ascribed the birth and death dates of 1709 and 1779, respectively. This same Jacob
Killinger likely arrived in the United States from Germany via Rotterdam in 1743. He and his wife,
Katharina, are buried in the Hill Church Cemetery.33
In conclusion, the extant Pennsylvania records only provide the researcher with trail of similar names,
dates, and locations that do not preclude any particular relationships among the Killingers in question.
George Killinger of Virginia might easily have been a son of Michael Killinger (died 1815). Michael
Killinger might easily have been the son of Jacob Killinger (died 1779). Without specific references
within their wills, such as “of Annville” or “now a resident of Virginia,” the exact relationship of George
to Michael to Jacob cannot be cemented based on the strict rules of genealogical proof.
George Killinger’s birth year is often reported as having occurred in the year 1757 or 1759, based on a
review of several online family trees. It is known that at the time of the enumeration of the 1840 census of
Smyth County that George Killinger was between the ages of 80 and 90 years.34 This information would
place his year of birth roughly between 1750 and 1760. A search of extant Hill Church records from
Annville Township in Pennsylvania yielded birth or baptismal records for six children of Michael and
Catharine Killinger (the latter listed as Anna Catrina for at least one of the births). These children
included: Jacob, born 11 August 1758 and baptized 11 September 1758, whose sponsors were Jacob
Killinger and wife; an unnamed son, born 15 August 1759; Maria Margaretha, born 15 August 1760; an
unnamed daughter, baptized 28 July 1762; an unnamed daughter, baptized in 1764; and an unnamed son
baptized on 2 February 1766.35 Since Michael Killinger named eleven children in his 1804 will, it is
obvious that not all of his children’s births/baptisms were recorded at Hill Church. Of the births/baptisms
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that are recorded there, only the 15 August 1759 birth of an unknown son could be related to George
Killinger, as his age in 1840 places his year of birth at 1760 or earlier. However, without a name to go
with this birth entry, any conclusions would be pure conjecture. It can only be stated that if George
Killinger of Virginia was, in fact, the son of Michael and Catharine Killinger, the 1759 birth record might
refer to him.
Additionally, the fact that Jacob Killinger and his wife were the sponsors for Michael’s son, Jacob’s,
baptism, lends some credibility to the notion that Michael’s father was the Jacob Killinger who mentioned
his son, Michael, and his grandson, Jacob, in his 1763 will. Also, a death record for Johann Adam
Killinger, who died in 1799 of consumption at the age of 27, confirms that the Adam Killinger buried in
Hill Church cemetery with Michael and Catharine Killinger was, indeed, their son.36
(To complicate matters further, owing to the undependability of census records to report accurate ages
and age ranges, in the 1830 census of Washington County, Virginia, George Killinger was enumerated as
being between the ages of 60 and 70 years, when, based on the 1840 census, he should have then been
between the ages of 70 and 80 years.37 By comparison, in the 1820 census of Washington County, George
Killinger was simply enumerated as being older than 45 years of age.38 It is possible that at the time of the
1830 census George was on the cusp of turning 70 and at the time of the 1840 census he had recently
turned 80.)
Shouse notes in Wamplers in America that George Killinger died in Smyth County between 19 August
1841, when he wrote a codicil to his will, and 23 March 1842, when his will was probated.39 Killinger
originally wrote and dated his will on 9 September 1840.40 He was buried in the Royal Oak Cemetery in
Marion, Virginia, with his first wife, who died in October of 1826.41 George Killinger married, as his
second wife, ELIZABETH STALEY, the widow of MARTIN STALEY, but they had no children together.
Elizabeth survived her husband, George, as George made bequests to his her in his 1840 will.42

Michael Killinger of Virginia in Official Records
Michael Killinger first appears on his own in the 1813 personal tax assessment of Wythe County as part
of John Stanger’s list.43 (The western portion of Wythe County and the eastern portion of Washington
County were combined in 1832 to form Smyth County, Virginia.) Michael would have been about 23
years of age when he was first assessed taxes for personal property in 1813, which suggests he was a “late
bloomer” or may simply have resided in her father’s household longer than most men his age.
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The 1813 personal property tax accounts for Wythe County show Michael Killinger’s first appearance in Virginia records.

The date and place of Michael Killinger’s marriage is unknown. No marriage record for him survives in
either Wythe or Washington counties in Virginia. In fact, his wife’s maiden name—Morris—only appears
in one early record; that being her father-in-law George Killinger’s will, written in 1840. The couple’s
first identified child was Paulina Jane Killinger, who was born in 1827. This would place Michael
Killinger’s age at Paulina’s birth as roughly 37 years. It is certainly possible that one or more of their
children died at birth or at a very young age and were not recorded, as will be addressed shortly, but the
known birth year of their first documented child suggests their marriage took place at least by 1826.
Nonetheless, census records do suggest an earlier child’s birth and, consequently, an earlier marriage date
for Michael Killinger must be considered.
While Michael Killinger does not appear under his own name in the 1810 Virginia census, in the 1820
census of Wythe County, Virginia, Michael Killinger was enumerated on August 7 of that year as being
between the ages of 26 and 44, which matches his suspected birth year of 1790.44 Living in his household
was a female, also aged between 26 and 44 years. This female was likely Michael’s wife, Susan Morris,
although records to be cited later in this article suggest that she was probably born between 1796 and
1800 and would not have reached the age of 26 years by 1820. Nonetheless, living in the same household
was a female under the age of 10, which suggests the couple already had a daughter. There were also
three enslaved individuals living in Michael Killinger’s household, two of them under the age of 14 years.

The 1820 census recorded Michael Killinger, his wife, and a female under the age of 10 years.

By the time of the 1830 census, Michael Killinger was still a resident of Wythe County and was
enumerated as being between the ages of 40 and 49 years.45 His wife was then between the ages of 30 and
39 years. There were two females under the age of five living in the household, as well as one enslaved
individual.

By 1830, Michael and Susan Killinger had two young daughters, but their first child had disappeared from their household.

This census record suggests that the female enumerated in the 1820 had either died or had left the
household due to marriage by the time of the 1830 census. It is difficult to say which, considering we only
know that this female child was under the age of 10 years in 1820. Nonetheless, it must be acknowledged
that Michael and Susan Killinger likely had a first child who proceeded the birth of Paulina Jane in 1827.
This fact could also push the couple’s marriage date back to as early as 1819, assuming their first child
was closer to the age of 10 in the 1820 census.
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1820 United States Census, Wythe County, Virginia, household of Michael Killinger, p. 217,
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By 1840, Michael Killinger’s family had grown considerably.46 By this time, Michael was now between
the ages of 50 and 59 and living in Smyth County, which had been formed as previously described in
1832. His wife was enumerated as being between the ages of 40 and 49 years. The couple had a son who
was between the ages of five and nine years. There were also two females under the age of five years; one
female between five and nine years of age; and two females between the ages of 10 and 14 years. By
1840, Michael Killinger had no enslaved individuals in his household.

The 1840 Smyth County census included most of the known children born to the Killingers.

In the 1850 census of Smyth County, Michael Killinger was enumerated as being age 59 and his wife,
Susannah, was aged 54 years.47 Michael was a native of Pennsylvania and his wife a native of Virginia.
The 1850 census was the first that recorded places of birth, but these locations match the known facts
about the couple. Their presumed children were recorded as Mary M., age 19, Andrew J., age 18, Sarah
A., age 14, Eliza H., age 13, and Elizabeth, age 12. The couple’s daughter, Paulina J. Killinger, who had
married Robert B. Allen the previous year, was living next to her parents’ household in 1850.

The 1850 census of Smyth County lists five children in the household of Michael and Susannah Killinger. Another daughter,
Paulina, was living nearby.

Michael Killinger infrequently appears in Smyth County court records. Some of his court records include
an 18 March 1843 action in which he pledged a horse, a colt, and four milk cows, along with much of his
household property as collateral for three debts he owed that totaled nearly $120.48 No land was included
in the case, since Michael did not own any land.
On 7 June 1853, as the railroad began its trek through Smyth County, a group of commissioners ordered
the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad Company to pay compensation and damages in the amount of $173
for land condemned as part of the railroad crossing Killinger land.49 Michael Killinger is described in the
document as “the proprietor of certain lands proposed to be condemned.” Another man—referenced in an
adjacent deed book record dated the same day as Killinger’s—is also referred to as “proprietor of certain
lands” that were being condemned by the railroad, suggesting that the word “proprietor” was used as a
boilerplate term and not for the purpose of implying ownership of the land.
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The Killinger Children
Based on various sources of information, the children of Michael and Susan/Susannah (Morris) Killinger
can be reconstructed as follows:
1. UNKNOWN DAUGHTER, born between 1810 and 1820.50 She was enumerated with her parents in
the 1820 census, but not in the 1830 census. She may have died young or married out of the
household before 1830. No further information.
2. PAULINA JANE KILLINGER, born 02 November 1827 and died 07 February 1903.51 She married
Robert B. Allen in Smyth County, Virginia, the bond having been dated 10 May 1849.52 Robert
and Paulina had nine children:53
 WILLIAM JACKSON ALLEN (18 April 1850-14 February 1893), married LILLIE B.
KILLINGER, the daughter of William and Sarah J. (Fulcher) Killinger, on 05 September
1877 in Smyth County, Virginia.54 He was a railroad engineer and a member of the
Brother of Locomotive Engineers. He was buried in Mt. Carmel Cemetery near Marion.
No children. His widow remarried STEPHEN H. ROGERS on 28 January 1895 in
Washington County, Virginia.55
 JAMES THOMAS ALLEN (23 April 1852-02 October 1920), married ALICE BELLE
BOCOCK, the daughter of WILLIAM M. and VIRGINIA E. (FULWIDER) BOCOCK, on 31
August 1887.56 He was the wreck master for the Norfolk & Western Railway in Radford,
Virginia, at the time of his death.57 He was buried in Central Cemetery, Radford,
Virginia. Six children.
 MICHAEL ALBERT ALLEN (27 March 1854-02 January 1944), married VICTORIA ELVINA
BONHAM, the daughter of JAMES HARVEY and MARTHA LOUISA (PETERS) BONHAM.58
He was a railroad carpenter for Norfolk & Western Railway in Radford. He was buried in
the Mt. Carmel Cemetery near Marion, Virginia.59 Ten children; one died young.
 SUSANNAH ELIZABETH ALLEN (24 December 1855-01 April 1935), married PETER
SNAVELY GROSECLOSE, the son of PETER and ELIZABETH (GOSE) GROSECLOSE on 25
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September 1875.60 She died in Harlan, Kentucky, and was buried in Mt. Carmel
Cemetery.61 Eleven children.
 MARY MARGARET S. ALLEN (13 May 1859-30 August 1941). She never married. She
was buried in Mt. Carmel Cemetery.
 SAMUEL FLOYD ALLEN (08 November 1862-30 August 1939); married 1) KATIE
MALINDA MONROE, daughter of R.H. and SALLIE MONROE, on 4 Jun 1890 in
Montgomery County, Virginia.62 She died 17 March 1891 and was buried in Central
Cemetery, Radford63; 2) MARY IDA CURRIN, the daughter of WILLIAM and AMANDA C.
(WEST) CURRIN, on 13 June 1894 in Smyth County.64 He was an engineer for Norfolk &
Western Railroad. He died in Erwin, Unicoi County, Tennessee, and was buried in Mt.
Carmel Cemetery. Two children by second marriage.
 FERD JOHNSTON ALLEN (13 March 1864-14 January 1945), married LAURA LOU
COPENHAVER, the daughter of DANIEL and MARY C. (GROSECLOSE) COPENHAVER on 03
January 1900.65 He was buried in Mt. Carmel Cemetery near Marion. He was a farmer.
Three children; one died as infant. (Ferd Allen is often ascribed the first name of
Ferdinand, although his name was recorded as “Ferd” in his father’s Bible.)
 ELIZA JANE “DOLL” ALLEN (24 August 1866-28 August 1915), married VICTOR SHIELDS
CHARLTON on 15 October 1890 in Smyth County.66 She was buried in Montgomery
County, Virginia.67 Five children; one died as a toddler.
3. SARAH ANN F. KILLINGER, born 08 January 1824 and died 29 April 1918.68 Married 1) WILLIAM
J. SPRINKLE , the son of JAMES and MARTHA (GOODPASTURE) SPRINKLE, on 12 February 1856 in
Smyth County, Virginia;69 2) STEPHEN PORTER SCOTT, married 25 November 1869.70 Two
children by first marriage:
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 ELBERT TARTER SPRINKLE, born 04 March 1859; died 07 August 1941.71
 FERDINAND A. SPRINKLE, born 02 May 1862.72
Four children by second marriage:
 OLIVA SCOTT b. about 1871.73
 JOANNA SCOTT, born 03 June 1873; d. 30 January 1961.74
 DORIS SCOTT, born about 1875.75
 JAMES EMMETT SCOTT, born 25 February 1878; died 27 March 1932.76
4. MARY MARGARET KILLINGER, born about 1830-31 and died 07 February 1859.77 She married
SYLVESTER D. SPRINKLE.78 One child:
 CHARLES H.G. SPRINKLE, born 18 Apr 1857 in Smyth County, Virginia.79
5. ANDREW JACKSON KILLINGER, born 13 March 1835, died 10 January 1901.80 Married
ELIZABETH J. MITCHELL, the daughter of GUSTAVUS A. MITCHELL and MARY AGNES EAKIN, on
12 September 1867 in Smyth County.81 Andrew J. Killinger died in Radford, Virginia, and was
buried in the Central Cemetery.82 Although the 1850 census gives his age as 18, placing his year
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of birth as about 1832, other records, including his headstone and a printed funeral memorial card
in the possession of the author, both give his birthdate as 10 or 13 March 1835. One daughter:
 NELLIE G. KILLINGER, born October 1876. She married THOMAS MILTON BRADY on 26
December 1894 in Pulaski County, Virginia.83 Andrew J. Killinger served in the Union
army as a Sergeant Major of Kentucky cavalry during the Civil War.84 Some researchers
ascribe a middle name of “Grant” to his daughter, Nellie, although the author has located
no evidence to support this claim. Nellie G. Killinger and Thomas Milton Brady were the
parents of at least five children, two of whom died young.85
6. ELIZABETH F. “BETTIE” KILLINGER, born 08 May 1839 and died 24 March 1908.86 She married
STEPHEN A.H. GROSECLOSE, the son of PETER and ELIZABETH GROSECLOSE, on 08 December
1870.87 Two children:
 LAURA A. GROSECLOSE, born 07 September 1871 in Smyth County.88 She married, on 19
November 1891, 1) STEVEN L. UMBERGER (died 1908)89; married 2) WILLIAM C.
MATNEY.90 Moved with first husband to Pawnee County, Kansas, by 1900.91 Three
children by first marriage. She died 11 July 1955 and was buried in Kansas.92
 FORREST KILLINGER GROSECLOSE, born 18 March 1879; died 20 April 1944 in Saltville,
Virginia.93 He married MARY LEE COPENHAVER, the daughter of JAMES HENRY and
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SARAH (SNODGRASS) COPENHAVER.94 She was born 7 June 1886 and died 8 October
1949 in Saltville.95 Nine children.
7. ELIZA JANE HARKRADER KILLINGER, died 04 February 1892.96 She married JAMES WILLIAM
TARTER on 2 December 1857.97 She was buried in the Mount Carmel Church Cemetery outside
Marion, Virginia. Five children:
 AMANESTER “MANZI” TARTER, born 22 October 1858 in Wythe County, Virginia.98
There exists a death certificate for a Manzaneta Tarter Johnson who died in Smyth
County, Virginia, dated 25 March 1934 whose parents are listed as James W. Tarter and
“Elizabeth Hariet,” with James Tarter’s place of birth recorded as Bland County,
Virginia, and Elizabeth’s birthplace as Smyth County, Virginia.99 The woman in question
shares the exact birthday of Amanester Tarter, but lists her birthplace as Bland County.
She was the wife of Sheffey Johnson. An extant obituary for Mrs. Manzie Tarter Johnson
suggests this is the same woman who was the daughter of James W. and Elizabeth
(Killinger) Tarter, as the obituary in question makes reference to the deceased’s brother,
R.B. Tarter of Crockett, VA, and one sister, Augusta Johnson of Marion, VA.100 In the
1880 census of Smyth County, Amanester Tarter was enumerated as “Mansi N.
Johnson,” then living with her apparently widowed mother along with her brother,
William, her husband, Sheffey Johnson, and son, Robert J. Johnson.101
 COREANE AUGUSTA “GUSSIE” TARTER, born 17 March 1861 Smyth County.102 She died
18 January 1939 in Smyth County.103 She married CHARLES T. JOHNSON on 21
November 1871 in Smyth County, Virginia.104
 ELIZABETH H. TARTER, born 4 August 1865, in Tazewell County, Virginia.105
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ROBERT BLAIR TARTER (4 August 1865-25 January 1956).106 He married LETITIA W.
HEDRICK, the daughter of W.W. and EVELINE (WISELEY) HEDRICK in Wythe County,
Virginia, on 16 December 1896.107
WILLIAM AMBROSE TARTER, born 04 June 1863; died 11 May 1930.108 He married
RACHEL ETHYL JOHNSON on 09 March 1892.109

The acknowledgement of a daughter born to the Killingers between 1810 and 1820 suggests that Michael
and Susan could have been married as early as 1809 and as late as 1819. Also, since their daughter,
Paulina, was not born until 1827, there may have been addition children who preceded Paulina but died
young and were never recorded in any surviving records. Virginia did not require the registration of births
until 1853.

What is Known About Michael Killinger’s Wife
Susan or Susannah (Morris) Killinger survived her husband by more than 13 years, dying at the age of 80
on 25 March 1879.110 Her death record places Susan’s year of birth about 1799. Unfortunately, it did not
include the names of her parents. Susan’s maiden name did appear on one particular record generated
during her lifetime, that being the marriage of her daughter, Sarah, to William J. Sprinkle in 1856.111

This detail from the 1856 marriage record of Sarah A. Killinger clearly shows her mother's maiden name as Morris.

Despite the clear indications that Susan Killinger was a Morris prior to her marriage, no local records
appear to exist that offer additional information about her parents.
A single 1834 court document may hold a clue as to the family of Susan Morris, as it contains the names
of both Michael Killinger and a man with the surname of Morris.112 Killinger had apparently obtained an
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injunction from the court that prohibited a man named Mahlon Scott or his agents from removing or
disposing of any of Scott’s property, including a tract of land, without further approval by the court. The
case records are sketchy, at best, and provide no additional details about the nature of the dispute between
Killinger and Scott. However, this court case documents a vital connection between Killinger and his
possible Morris in-laws.

One of the only documents that ties the surname of Morris to Michael Killinger is this 1834 record from Smyth County, Virginia.

The lawsuit between Killinger and Scott contains the name and signature of a James H. Morris, who
joined Killinger in providing surety to guarantee the payment of any potential damages due to Mahlon
Scott. The mere mention of the name Morris in a Michael Killinger document begs further analysis. It is
entirely possible that James H. Morris was a relative of Susan’s—possibly her father, a brother, or a
paternal uncle.
Additionally, the names of James Morris and Pharis Morris were recorded in another 1834 lawsuit in
Smyth County, Virginia, providing another Morris male who may have been a relative of Susan (Morris)
Killinger. This suit was also brought as the result of an unpaid debt. This could be the same James H.
Morris whose name was included on the bond signed by Michael Killinger and others the same year, or it
could be James H. Morris’ father.

James Morris and Pharis Morris were sued in 1834 for an unpaid debt in Smyth County.

The Pharis/Pharris Morris in question later moved to Tennessee and died in Missouri in 1876. His War of
1812 pension application file contains details of his life, including the fact that he did live in Smyth
County, Virginia, where he paid taxes in 1834.113 This date corresponds to the date of the debt judgment
on file in Smyth County.
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Fold3.com, War of 1812 Pension Files, Virginia, Widow’s Claim, Application of Agness E. Morris, widow of Pharis
Morris, Smyth County, Virginia, tax receipt dated 1834, https://www.fold3.com/image/624601492.

Pharris Morris' War of 1812 pension application shows that he did reside in Smyth County, Virginia, in 1834.

However, Bible records included in the pension file show that Pharris Morris was born in 1793, which
means he could not have been the father of Susan Morris, wife of Michael Killinger.114 Since Susan
(Morris) Killinger was born between 1796 and 1800, Pharris Morris could only have been her brother or,
perhaps, a male cousin with the same surname. Pharris was married to Agness E. Boaz in Pittsylvania
County, Virginia, in 1815.115 Unfortunately, the Bible records included in Pharris Morris’ pension file
record only the births of the children of Pharris and Agness and therefore offers no information about the
parentage or other siblings of Pharris Morris.
The 1830 census of Washington County, Virginia, enumerated the family of a James Morris Sr. This
James was enumerated alongside “Farris” Morris, who was discussed in the previous paragraph. In 1830,
James Morris Sr. was enumerated as being between the ages of 50 and 60 years.116 This would place
James’ year of birth between the years 1770-1780, making him a prime candidate for being Susan
(Morris) Killlinger’s father.

James Morris Sr. had six individuals between the ages of 20 and 30 years living with him in 1830.

The oldest female in James’ household was enumerated as being between the ages of 60 and 70 years at
the time of the census, also making her a likely candidate for Susan’s mother. Additionally, living in
James’ household were three males and three females between the ages of 20 and 30 years. These six very
likely were the adult children of James Morris, Sr. and his wife, or their adult children and some of their
spouses. This is likely due to the fact that there were also several children who were under the age of five
years living in the household. Farris (Pharris) Morris, according to the 1830 census, was between the ages
of 30 and 40 years, which conforms to the Bible record noting he was born in 1793.
In 1840, a James Morris was then living in the newly formed Smyth County, although his age that year
was only between 30 and 40 years, making this James Morris likely the James H. Morris, who had signed
the 1834 bond with Michael Killinger.117
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The 1840 census of Smyth County includes a James Morris, although this was a Morris who was too young to have been Susan
(Morris) Killinger's father.

Neither James Morris Sr. nor Pharris Morris appear in the 1840 Smyth County, Virginia, census. Pharris
Morris was by then living in Hawkins County, Tennessee, where he was enumerated as being between the
ages of 40 and 50 years.118 His parents do not appear to be living with him. This information is consistent
with his widow’s statement in her pension application that Pharris lived for a time in Tennessee—
including Grainger County—before moving to Missouri, where he died.119

Pharris Morris was enumerated in Hawkins County, Tennessee, in 1840.

No individual consistent with the elder James Morris has been identified in other logical locations during
the 1840 census. There was a James Morris of the appropriate age living in nearby Ashe County, North
Carolina, in 1840, but a search of the 1830 census of Ashe County proves that the James Morris in
question was already living in Ashe County, while the James Morris associated with Pharis Morris was
definitely living in Smyth County in 1830. It is possible that James Morris Sr. of Washington County,
Virginia, had died between 1830 and 1840, although at least one undocumented Find-A-Grave record
suggests, without any documentation, that he may have lived until 1869.120
Was James Morris Sr., the father of Susan (Morris) Killinger? The evidence is not adequate to support the
claim, but James Morris is certainly the best contender thus far for the honor. He was living in
Washington County, Virginia, at the correct time, certainly, and his approximate age in 1830 was
appropriate for him to have been the father of both Pharris and Susan Morris.
It is possible, despite Michael Killinger’s having lived in Wythe County prior to the formation of Smyth
County, and, in light of the Morris family having lived in adjoining Washington County in 1830, that
Michael’s and Susan’s marriage took place in Washington County. It is well known and often repeated
that Washington County, Virginia, suffered record losses following a Union raid into Southwest Virginia
in 1864, which included the attempted burning of the Washington County courthouse. It is possible that
the marriage record in question was among those records burned during this incident.

The End Approached
The latter part of Michael Killinger’s life passed somewhat uneventfully, except for two incidents and one
court action that preceded the four-year trauma of the Civil War. In 1858, Michael’s house was destroyed
by fire, and in 1859, one of his daughters, Mary Margaret Sprinkle, passed away at the age of about 29
years. An extant newspaper report, published on Page 1 of the Richmond Times-Dispatch issue of Friday,
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3 December 1858, carried the scant details of the 1858 house fire.121 The house in which Michael and his
family were living at the time of the Battle of Marion in December of 1864, was apparently a fairly new
structure. (Upper floors were likely added to this house in 1903, based on physical evidence viewed by
the author in the 1990s, but, unfortunately, the home was demolished about 2017 by the real estate firm
that purchased it from the Ruby E. Allen estate.)

Michael Killinger's house—or more precisely the house that belonged to his children—burned in 1858.

Then, shortly after the death of his daughter, on 24 February of 1859, Michael Killinger and his surviving
family—along with the administrators or George Killinger Sr.’s will, were summoned to court in Wythe
County by merchants who may have been seeking payment for debts still owed by the elder Killinger.122
The usefulness of this document is the fact that it contains the names of Michael Killinger’s children, their
spouses, and at least one of Michael’s grandchildren.

This summons listed Michael Killinger, his surviving children, and at least one infant grandchild. His daughter, Eliza Harkrader
Killinger, is listed as “Eliza Jane” Tarter.

When Michael Killinger died on 14 February 1866 on the Middle Fork of the Holston River outside
Marion, his death record showed he was 77 years of age, placing his birth year as about 1789.123 His
parents were recorded as George Killinger and Mary M. Wampler and his wife’s maiden name was
recorded as Susan Morris. While an entry for him and his wife on Findagrave.com states that Michael and
Susan were buried in the Mount Carmel Church Cemetery, this is, in fact, not true.124 Their place of their
interment is unknown. His parents were both buried in the long-neglected Royal Oak Cemetery in
Marion, but no evidence exists that Michael was interred there. More likely, the family buried Michael
and Susan on the Killinger family farm, although the location of that burial plot is now lost to time.
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There is no will or any probate records for Michael Killinger on file in Smyth County, Virginia, despite
his being 77 years of age at the time of his death. One might expect that a man of advanced years—
especially considering the state of medical care available in the 1860s—would have anticipated his
approaching demise. It is certainly possible that since Michael’s father, George, willed the land upon
which Michael lived directly to Michael’s children he owned no real property that required any legal
disposal. Likely only a small amount of personal property remained, which was easily divided among his
surviving children. Still, one might expect that even if Michael had died intestate there would be some
brief surviving court record related to claims for debts against his estate. However, none exist.
The last document recorded in Smyth County that mentions Michael Killinger was dated 6 September
1867 and it represents the closest thing we have to an estate settlement. The document details the decision
of three court-appointed commissioners named to “divide the lands belonging to the heirs of Michael
Killinger, decd. and assign to the several heirs their portion of land.”125 Those heirs listed in the document
include Robert B. and Paulina Allen, James W. and Eliza H. Tarter, Sallie A.F. Sprinkle, and Elizabeth F.
Killinger. Michael’s son, Andrew Jackson Killinger, is mentioned in the document but he did not sign it.
The deed simply notes that a portion of the lot assigned to James and Eliza Tarter included acreage they
had already purchased from Jackson Killinger. (It should be noted that the suspected first daughter of
Michael and Susan did not sign this document, suggesting that she very likely had died young and, in any
event, predeceased her parents. Otherwise, she would most likely have been represented in the division of
the property by her widower or one or more of her surviving children.) Elizabeth F. Killinger was
awarded more than 27 acres, “the mansion house,” orchard, and five acres containing timber, “she having
agreed to maintain her mother Susan Killinger during her natural life.” It should be noted that this 1867
deed does not state that Michael Killinger owned the land at the time of his death, but merely represents
his heirs’ acceptance of the commissioners’ decision as to how the property was to be fairly divided
among them.

This portion of an 1867 court document shows the partition of the land between the surviving children of Michael Killinger lived.

Michael and Susan (Morris) Killinger’s descendants still flourish today throughout the nation. A cabinetsized photo taken about 1900 in Radford, Virginia, likely represents the last known photograph of three of
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their children. Paulina J. (Killinger) Allen is pictured seated and wearing an eye patch. According to her
granddaughter, Ruby E. Allen, as told to the author, she lost her eye due to a grandchild’s unfortunate
accident involving a slingshot.126 Seated to her left is brother, Andrew Jackson Killinger, who died and
was buried in Radford in early 1901. Standing behind him is his wife, Elizabeth J. (Mitchell) Killinger,
and standing behind Paulina is either her sister Sarah A.F. Sprinkle or Elizabeth J. Groseclose. Paulina’s
sister Eliza H. (Killinger) Tarter had died in 1892.

This photo of three surviving Killinger children belongs to the author. The identification of Paulina J. (Killinger) Allen was made
by her son prior to his death in 1945.
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